Topologic analysis of the epitopes of a variant surface glycoprotein of Trypanosoma brucei.
A panel of variant-specific mAb has been raised against the Trypanosoma brucei variant MITat 1.2. The binding characteristics of these mAb have been determined by a combination of immunofluorescence assays, using living or fixed trypanosomes, and solid phase assays, using purified variant surface glycoprotein. In addition, these mAb have been tested for their ability to neutralize MITat 1.2 infections in mice. Finally, the epitopes recognized by the mAb have been defined by competitive binding assays. These results are discussed with respect to the structural organization of the surface coat of T. brucei.